CHAPTER   III

THE CONDITIONS OF PRODUCTION AND THE
IDEOLOGICAL SUPERSTRUCTURE

READING it carefully, Marx's theory, as expressed in the
fifteen propositions, will be found to consist of four parts.
In the first part, proposition i, it is said that the con-
ditions of production correspond to a certain stage of the
development of the productive forces.
The second part, propositions 2, 3 and 4, implies
that the social, political and intellectual life of a society
is based on the mode of production as necessitated by
the needs of material life.
The third part, propositions 5-12, treats of the great
historical revolutions.
The fourth part, propositions 13-15, gives the outlines
of past history in accordance with the theory, and an
outlook into the future of mankind, *
We have seen that the first part does not hold good,
especially if taken in a literal sense; the productive
forces being developed by man, the word " development"
in Marx's sentence is to be understood in an active
sense. Marx, moreover, neglected to investigate how
this development, this increasing command of the pro-
ductive forces, is brought about. Lastly, we have seen
that the whole proposition is reversible, that we are
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